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Center Board of Directors and  Staff

The Gul f Coast
of Directors and the Staff.

2008 Board of Directors

Darlys Alford, PhD, President

Norma Johnson, Vice President

Julie Kilduff, Treasurer

Valerie Dobson, Secretary

Captain Mick Sears, Member at Large
Cyrellia Toney, Member at Large
Angie Bridges, Ph.D

Cynthia Childers

Patricia Davis, PhD
Mary Kay Deen
Lydia Dougherty
Lena Melton, Ph.D.
Kim Phifer Starks
Betty Spencer
Susan J. Varnes

Womendés Center is very proud
Welcome to Our New Staff
Paige Chatman
Gayle Frings
Robin Gessner
Lawana Hailey
Julie Hess
Nicole Kidd
Jeffrey Pounders
Sally Smirthwaite
Look for the Center
gcwcfn.org
Board Member,
Betty Spencer,
assists a volunteer
in preparation for the
Celebration of
Women event.
Crisis Line

1-800-800-1396 or
(228) 435-1968

The mission of

t he

Gul f Coast Wo me€

support and serve victims of domestic violence and sexual assault,
and family members of homicide victims; educate the community;
and act to reduce incidences of violence.




When | tds Time to Let Go

When you are walking around on eggshells,
When your hope, your dreams and your spirit fails.
It 6s tletgoe t o
When you say yes out of fear, instead of saying no out of love,
Or when a simple push becomes a fearful shove.
ltds time to |l et go.
When you have no peace in your home,
When you cry out for help and your support system is gone.
ltéds time to |l et go
When you have found yourself speechless,
Searching for words,
When your prayers seem like they are no longer heard.

lté6s time to |l et go.
When all you have done is not good enough,
Hopefully youél |l realize that | ife isndét s
Let Go.
For it has to be better ways and better days.
Youodl I take back control i Anodymgusur | i fe wild./ be

Outreach Prevention Education
By Karen Henson, Prevention Educator

Outreach Violence Prevention Education had been provided to students in all six
of our participating counties during the summer of 2007, and during the 2007-
2008 school year. Several thousand students in our local elementary, middle,
and secondary schools have received direct instruction in the prevention of
bullying, fighting, domestic and dating violence, sexual assault, and more.

Various curriculums are used, such as Hands Are Not For Hurting for elementary
students, and Respect, Safe Dates, and others for secondary students.
Instruction is based on the requests and needs of individual teachers,
counselors, schools, and districts. Some request small group instruction, while
others prefer to combine various groups or classes in a large group setting. The
Prevention Educator often presents to entire schools over the course of a few
days or a week.

Besides traditional school settings she also presents at alternative schools,

juvenile detention centers, churches, community organizations, adult treatment

centers, teacher and social worker staff development sessions, health fairs, boys

and girls clubs, summer camps and more. Several schools and districts have

adopted character education programs, some of which are conducted daily, while

others are held periodically throughout the school year. Thus,t he Cent er 6s
violence prevention programs are a great complement to these programs with

the material presented often going hand-in-hand.

|l f you are interested in any of the Center 0:
Kay Harris at 228 436-3809 or at kharris@gcwcfn.orqg.
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Gulf Coast Women's Center for Nonviolence
Statistical Information
January 1, 2007 i December 31, 2007

Total Number of Unduplicated Individuals Served: 2,818

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROGRAMS

Total Domestic ViolenceVict i ms Served (Women and&27Chi |l dr en
Tot al New/ Reopened éeéeéeedbeééé
TotalCarryover €éeéééeéééeéésl. :

Tot al Ni ghts of Service ééééé&cececrl@E3éééééeé

|l ndi vidual Counseling $%ésceicerke. écdgbeéeécé

GroupCounseli ng Sessions €é€ééééééécéeeceeéeleasé

SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIM PROGRAMS

Total Sexwual Assault Victims Serve@8( Women a

|l ndi vi dual Counseling Sessions .éeéeéée@8®ééceeéecececé

GroupCounsel i Nng Sessions ééeéééeéeééecééceéeéexceé.

Family Counseling Sessions éééeeeéeéedadéécecececec

Hospital Contacts éééeééecéécéeééecéeéecemBéeecéeé

FOREVER CHANGED (SURVIVORS OF HOMICIDE VICTIMS PROGRAM)
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Total Numberofindivi dual and Family Counsel l40g Sessic

Tot al Number of Monthly Support.. Gro3d®p Sessio
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Tot al Number of Legal Court Advocad34 ééécécéeee

CRISIS HOTLINE

Total Number of Calls ééééeééeéeéeéeed8mme. .. eé.

Total Numberof Cri si s Calls ééeg@ececeécée
Total Number of Infformaton and Ref err 820 Call s éé

EDUCATIONAL/PREVENTION PROGRAMS

Tot al Number of Educéaété éoénéad é éP.réoégér a ddb ¢é é

Tot al Number of Attendees ééeeéeéecedpEdDééee. . E¢€

Tot al Number of School/ YowWw89h Programs ¢éée¢ée
Tot al Number of Community 1B&ducation Progr
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CHI LDRENG6S PROGRAMS

Tot al Number of Children Served é. 8Rléééeéeééeéé
Total Number of DomesticVi ol ence Chil dren ééé
Total Number of SexualAssaul t Chil dren éééé. .
Total Number of Childrenenrolled i n Preschddol éé.
|l ndi vi dual Counseling Units ééeeéeéeéedBBééceececec
Family CounsekEéEprgéelpetecéééecéeéeéeé. . 6 &
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Preschool Hours éeeeéééeceééeeeceéécecec 6828
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ChildCare Hours ééééééceécéécecécéeeeéecececeadga.

COURT ADVOCATE PROGRAMS
Tot al Number of Interventions by @G@83rt Advoc
Tot al Number of I nformation and. Rb®rral s Gi

BATTERERS PROGRAMS
Total Numberof Batterers participating 1 M188program
Total Numberof New/ Reopened éééééécécée. 133

Tot al Number of Carryover bxtééeééeééeéeé
Tot al Number of Sessions conductedl14éééécececeeé

LEGAL CLINIC
Total Number Accepted, AdvisedorRef erred éééééééeeéeéeé
Tot al Number of Legal Clinic68Referral éeéeééeéé

Divorces ééeééecéeeéeecéecéeecéecéeceer®
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Child Custody éééééceééecééceééeéeéecexrBeéec.
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Child/Spousal Su pp o r
Paternity &
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VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS

Tot al Number of Volunteers éééééécédBeéeééeéécecé
Total Number of RecruitedVol unt eers éééééééeéeéeé 61

Tot al Number of Rape Crisi s.1@i ne Volunteers
Total Number of Volunteer Hours Served é é ¢ ¢ é é é ¢ é é é é é 9,8821
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Gulf Coast Women's Center for Nonviolence

PO Box 333 Biloxi, MS 39533
Services and Programs

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROGRAMS
Domestic Violence Crisis Line 1-800-800-1396 or 228 435-1968
Domestic Violence Shelter 1 Crisis and Transitional
Counseling for both residential and nonresidential adults
Individual
Group
Life Skills
Outreach Counseling in six southernmost counties of Mississippi
Case Management
Court support/Advocacy
Information and Referral

SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIM PROGRAMS
Sexual Assault Crisis Line 1-800-800-1396 or 228 435-1968
24 hour Emergency Response/Volunteers
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner trainings
Sexual Assault Response Team participant
Counseling for both residential and nonresidential adults
Individual
Sexual Assault Groups
Incest Survivor Groups
Outreach Counseling in six southernmost counties of Mississippi
Case Management
Court support/ Advocacy
Information and Referral

FOREVER CHANGED (SURVIVORS OF HOMICIDE VICTIMS PROGRAM)
228-868-4150
Counseling for both residential and nonresidential adults and children
Individual
Group
Outreach Counseling in six southernmost counties of Mississippi
Case Management
Court Support/Advocacy
Information and Referral

CRISIS HOTLINE

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Crisis Line 1-800-800-1396 or 228
435-1968

24 hours a day 365 days a year




EDUCATIONAL/PREVENTION PROGRAMS
Community Education

School Education Programs

Public Awareness

Fundraising

Public Speaking

Advocacy

CHI LDRENG6S PROGRAMS
Counseling for domestic violence and/or sexual assault
Individual
Group
Family
Parenting
Prevention Education Programs
Therapeutic Alncredible Yearso Preschool Pr o
Child care
Advocacy
Interagency representation
Tutoring
Information and Referral

COURT ADVOCATE PROGRAMS 228-868-9324
Court Accompaniment/Support

Advocacy

Statistical Data collection

Repeat Offender List

Information and Referral

Public Representation of programs

BATTERERS PROGRAMS 228-868-9324

Domestic Violence Intervention Program i Duluth Model
Court ordered Anger Management classes
Menbés groups
Wo me ngtosp

NORTHCUTT LEGAL CLINIC 228-864-7144 or 228-868-7254
Civil legal services for victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and
stalking

Protective Orders

Divorce

Child custody and visitation/child support/paternity
Problems related to:
Housing/Credit repair/employment/public assistance/immigration



Remembering
Brenda Monroe, Outreach Counselor

The Gul f Coast Womenos Center for Nonvi

safety and support to women and men who have found themselves in a domestic
violence relationship. Each time a newsletter is sent out we share the staggering
numbers of victims and services the
the year.

We work very hard and we are all proud of the work we do; actually it is more of
a calling or a passion than a job. We are also very proud that most of the people
we serve move on to a peaceful, domestic violence free home life; but a few do
not. The ones who do not make it out of their domestic violence relationships are
the ones | want to remember.
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Wo menos

Il n the | ast si X months of 2007, three of

car wrecks or natural causes. Homicide and suicide took these young women
from us. Extreme frustration and desperation took these young mothers from
their children. Terror and fear took these three women to a premature and
violent death.

What is the difference between the hundreds of clients that turn their lives around
and get themselves and their children out of the violence, and the ones whose
escape is by death? | wish | knew!

We have lethality measures to help assess the danger someone finds
themselves i n, but there iIs no way

battered women the nl ast strawo i sintavhen

the last time by taking her own life to finally stop the violence. For some the last
straw is when he partner finally carries out the threat, verbalized so many times.
AOne of these days |1 06m going to kil

There is no sure way of knowing which client is just days away from death due to
a domestic violence relationship. Unfortunately, statistics warn us that the most
dangerous place for a woman in the United States is in her own home. The
leading cause of death for pregnant women is homicide by an intimate partner.
What we can know with certainty is that anyone living in domestic violence is
always in danger of being physically disabled or killed.

The Gul f Coast Wo menos Center hd wark oNonv i

providing the much needed services to victims of domestic violence, and as we
do we will remember the precious women we lost in 2007. May they have the
peace now that they did not have while they were with us. Thank you for
supporting our work.
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Celebrating Women of the Coast 2007 i 30 Years of
Celebrating Women

The inaugural Celebrating Women of the Coast was held in October 2007 to
celebrate the thirty years that the Gulf Coast Women's Center for Nonviolence
has been providing services to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault
on the Gulf Coast. Our host, the IP Casino and Resort, provided an enchanted
atmosphere, wonderful food, and great hospitality. Our honoree guest hostess,
Rhonda Weidner, was charming and gracious. And Full Cyrcle set the mood with
their unique blend of contemporary, folk, and rock music.

The evening was a wonderful success. The silent auction included many
wonderful items, such as original art and jewelry. Special THANKS go to Jane
Philo and Sandra Morrison for sharing both the history and the future vision of
the Center. The Center is already looking forward to our next Celebration in
October 2008. If you would like to be a part of this incredible event, please
contact Lisa Wilbourn at 228 436-3809 or at lwilbourn@gcwcfn.org.

The Gul f C o a €dnter \ioo
Nonviolence Staff and Board Members
present Elaine Stevens, Public
Relations Director with the IP Casino
and Resort an award for hosting
Celebrating Women of the Coast 2007.

Rhonda Weidner receives
an appreciation award for
her support of the Center
in 2007 from Lisa Wilbourn
and the Gulf Coast

Womenos Cent
Nonviolence staff at a
luncheon.
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